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Overview and Rationale:

Most students are trained to write for English class. Because news writing is so different from essay writing, the inverted pyramid style is a good starting point for beginning journalists. The inverted pyramid style allows readers to get information quickly and efficiently and helps journalists write quickly and efficiently as well. 

Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to:


Recognize the inverted pyramid


Understand why the inverted pyramid style is used


Understand when the inverted pyramid is used


Use the inverted pyramid

Essential Question


Why is the inverted pyramid essential to news writing?

Critical Engagement Questions


What is the inverted pyramid?


How do you write the inverted pyramid news story?


When do you use the inverted pyramid style in a news story?

Activities


Activity One (50 minute class)


The teacher will lead a discussion on the inverted pyramid explaining what it is and why it is used. The teacher will provide examples of inverted pyramid stories and show students when it is used. The teacher will also provide examples of stories where the inverted pyramid was not used, but should have been. 


Activity Two (50 minute class)


Students will scan newspapers and online news sites to identify inverted pyramid stories. Students will copy or print examples to share with the class and explain why the style was used for each story. 


Activity Three (50 minute class)


The teacher will give students “scrambled” news stories and students must rewrite them using the inverted pyramid style.

Assessment

Students will cover a news story and write it in the inverted pyramid style. The teacher will grade the story based on the inverted pyramid principles and choose the best stories to publish in the newspaper. 
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